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We are nearing the end of another year of working 
together.  A great deal of progress has occurred this 
year and on behalf of the McLean High School faculty 
and staff, I wish to thank the PTSA Executive Board 
namely, Kathy Rugh, Stephanie Schoepfle, Regina 
Devlin, Andrea Stillman, Beth Corish, Cindy Milton , 
and Rebecca Davis  for a year of hard work and 
dedication. I appreciate their continued, outstanding 
support of the McLean High School Mission and also of 
our academic program.  I would also like to extend 
thanks to Susan Belardi  who organized the Health and 
Wellness Days and kept us in tip top condition with the 
weekly “power hour”.  Also, a special hand goes to the 
Hospitality Committee namely, Susanne Romness, 
Jeanne Crawford  and Julie Bryan  for the delicious 
breakfasts and lunches enjoyed by our staff.  I’d also 
like to thank Rose Donovan  and Jan McComas  for 
the time spent in collecting articles for this newsletter 
and for producing an informative and timely reference 
for our school community.  Your efforts are greatly 
appreciated.    In addition, I would be remiss if I did not 
mention the numerous volunteers who assist us day in 
and day out, from the opening of school packets to the 
office and booster volunteers, senior ethics day, AP 
proctors, parent class sponsors, All Night Grad Party, 
Baccalaureate and numerous others.  Thanks to each 
and every one of you.  I would also like to express my 
appreciation for the armchair fundraising.  These efforts 
have raised $13,000 in funds made available for 
improvements to the library, staff development, and 
beautifying and landscaping the grounds of the school.  
A major clean-up is underway at the present time and 
new plants and flowers have just been planted. 
 
My deepest appreciation goes also to the entire faculty 
and staff for a successful 2006-07 school year.  We do 
make a difference in the lives of our students, and  
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The end of the school year is upon us!  Best of luck to 
students and families leaving the McLean High School 
community.  We look forward to the continued 
involvement of returning families to keep working toward 
making McLean a better place. 
 

I would like to thank the many volunteers who helped the 
PTSA in its work this year.  Special thanks and 
recognition goes to Rose Donovan  and Jan McComas  
for four  years of dedication producing an excellent, 
informative PTSA newsletter.  Thank you to the PTSA 
officers, Stefanie Schoepfle, Reg Devlin, Andrea 
Stillman, Beth Corish, Cindy Milton  and Rebecca 
Davis  who have dedicated many hours throughout the 
year with me planning and carrying out the business of 
the PTSA.   Membership co-chairs Michele Harper  and 
Gayla Hassett  did a wonderful job conducting a 
successful membership drive.  Hospitality co-chairs, Julie 
Bryan, Jeanne Crawford  and Suzanne Romness  
provided multiple breakfasts and luncheons for the 
teachers and staff throughout the year.  Special thanks to 
Susan Belardi  who planned and presented the 3rd 
Annual Health and Wellness Days and to the other 
chairmen who worked so hard on their various 
committees.  Thank you everyone! 
 

Next year, in order to save a significant amount of money 
and valuable natural resources, we have decided to 
drastically limit the printing of the PTSA newsletter, 
“McLean HighLites”.  A link to read the newsletter online 
will be provided monthly by email.  However, if you 
prefer, you will be given the option to “opt-in” to receive 
the newsletter by mail.  Make sure your family is signed 
up for Keep In Touch .  Look in the back-to-school packet 
for newsletter distribution information. 
 

Purchase your McLean Spirit decals and show your 
Highlander Pride!!  Look on the PTSA website, 
McLeanPTSA.org for ordering details. 
 

Have a safe and relaxing summer. 
 

McLean HighLites 
 

Volume 34, Number 9                       Published  by McLean High School Parent Teacher Student Assoc iation                           June  2007                 
April  2007  

 

Mark Your 
Calendars! 

PTSA website: 
www.mcleanptsa.org 

 
 

June 4-7 – Senior Exams 
June 4 – Athletic Awards Ceremony 
June 8 – Senior Breakfast/Hershey Park trip 
June 9 – Prom 
June 12-15 – Underclass Exams 
June 18 – Last Day of School – early dismissal 
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About McLean HighLites  
 
McLean HighLites is the newsletter of the McLean High 
School's Parent Teacher Student Association, an affiliate of 
the Fairfax County Council of PTAs and the Virginia 
Congress of PTAs. It is published nine times each school 
year and has a circulation of 1,850. It is posted on our 
PTSA web site at www.mcleanptsa.org. 
 
Submission Guidelines for Articles and Ads  
 
Articles  should be submitted via e-mail to Rose Donovan 
at rosemdono@hotmail.com. Articles should include 
author's name, phone number and date of the newsletter in 
which the article should appear. Advertising  must be 
camera-ready with an accompanying 1.44 MB disk. The 
hard copy of a business card size ad and accompanying 
disk must be submitted with a check made payable to 
McLean High School PTSA. Rates are $50 per ad per 
issue. Half- or quarter-page ads may be accepted 
depending on space.  Contact editors on pricing. 
 
Newsletter Insert Policy 
 
Attention all student clubs, sports teams, performing arts 
groups, and class parents. The PTSA welcomes your 
participation in the monthly newsletter. Our policy for 
inserts is as follows.  
 
All full-page notices that appear as an insert must  be 
copied (1,650 copies) and delivered to Ms. Gregory’ s 
classroom, R192, by 3 p.m. on the day of the 
newsletter deadline. Also, new this year, an electr onic 
copy of each insert should be sent to Rose Donovan at 
rosemdono@hotmail.com  so that it can be posted on 
the website.  A check for $25 per insert is necessa ry to 
offset additional mailing costs and to compensate t he 
Work Awareness and Transition (WAT) class for the 
extra effort in collating and folding the newslette r. 
Checks for $25 should be made payable to McLean 
High School and have “WAT” noted in the memo 
portion. They should be left in an envelope with Ms . 
Gregory’s name on it, along with the 1,650 copies o f 
the insert. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

Co-Editors: 
Rose Donovan, Jan McComas  

 

Principal’s Message continued…  
 

through them I believe we are making the world 
incrementally a better place for everyone.  The end of the 
school year, however, is also a time to say goodbye to 
some of our faculty members.  Rita Kuntz  and William 
Dannheim  will be retiring in June and Rebecca Lord  
Gibson, Jan Dabroski, Teresa Matarazzo  and Emily 
Biroscak  are all relocating and have accepted 
assignments in their new locations.   We wish you all the 
best in your new endeavors and thank you for your years of 
service to Fairfax County.  
 

Now is the perfect time for parents to plan ahead to the new 
school year by learning how to gain their own access to see 
all of their children’s blackboard sites with one login – their 
own. To read more about this new and exciting capability 
and get started on the registration process, please refer to 
the McLean Web page.  The emergency care information 
should also be updated on line using this new technology.  
Please be sure we have your most current contact 
information available to us. 
 

Be sure to check the McLean Web Page for both the 
County Required Summer Reading Assignments as well as 
any AP assignments that your student may be required to 
complete.  Letters containing all of the assignments will 
also be mailed home in June. 
 

As the end of the school year draws near we are all looking 
forward to the closing festivities.  The Junior/Senior Prom 
“Wonderful Tonight” will be held at the Army Navy Country 
Club on June 9.  Please remind your students to drive 
safely so that this will be a happy and memorable evening.  
Convocation will be held at school on June 11 and 
Baccalaureate in the evening at Columbia Baptist Church.  
Finally, Graduation will be on June 13 at Constitution Hall.  
I’m sure you have all heard that the Senior Class invited 
Senator Hilary Rodham Clinton to be the guest speaker and 
she has graciously accepted their invitation. 
 

We will be revising our school plan for the upcoming year to 
complement the School Board’s vision for Fairfax County 
Public Schools namely: Academics, Essential Life Skills, 
and Responsibility to the Community.  All county planning 
will revolve around these goals as we strive to educate and 
prepare our students for the future.  Also, the leadership 
team of McLean High School has recommended and the 
Cluster office has approved two changes for next year. First 
of all, Friday will no longer be late start day. Next year, the 
late start day will be Wednesday and this will be a time for 
students to meet with teachers to catch up on work, get 
extra help, or just get more student-teacher time. Teacher 
collaboration will occur during the school day with 
embedded common planning time, so teachers will be free 
to work with students on Wednesdays before school. 
 

Enjoy the summer respite.  Relax, read a good book and 
enjoy your families and friends.   To our graduating seniors; 
we wish you every success in your future endeavors.     
 
Go Forth Highlanders! 
 

 
GIFTS FOR GRADUATES  

  
Anyone wishing to donate a gift to the 2007 All Night 

Graduation Party please consider a gift card to a 
popular store.  Gift cards in small denominations can 
be dropped off in the front office.  Many gift cards are 

available at grocery stores. 
 

~thanks for supporting the 2007 ANGP~  
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Class of 2007 
 

Hip Hip Hooray  
OUR SENIORS ARE GRADUATING!!  

 

Three cheers for the Class of 2007.  It's hard to believe that 
it's here --- graduation.  All those classes, all that work, all 
that angst ....  Time to move on and reap the rewards of it 
all.  It's been fun, yet hard, and we are so very proud of all 
of the McLean High School graduates of the Class of 2007. 
 

Hopefully you know the schedule of events for the month of 
June: 
    *Graduation Practices 
      *Senior Breakfast 
        *Senior Slide Show 
          *Senior Field Trip to Hershey Park 
            *Prom 
              *Convocation 
                *Baccalaureate 
                  *GRADUATION June 13 at 2:30 p.m. 
                    *All Night Grad Party 
  
Special thanks to our fabulous senior Teacher Sponsors, 
Brandy Holstein  and Rob Bouchard .  Your kids could not 
have had better teachers helping them every step of the 
way.  Thanks also to each parent who donated their time (& 
money) to help with the Class activities throughout the 
years.  You have done a tremendous service both to the 
school and your child.   
 

Finally, we want to thank you for allowing us to be your 
Parent Sponsors for 4 years.  We have come to know many 
of you personally and have enjoyed the sense of 
community so prevalent at McLean.  We wish your child all 
the successes in life.  Thank you for your time, talent and 
friendship.  Have a great summer. GO HIGHLANDERS!  
 

��������	
�����

������  

Class of 2007 Parent Sponsors 
 
 
 

Class of 2008 
 
The junior class has been very busy putting together the 
final details for the Junior/Senior Prom. On Friday, May 4, 
Prom officially kicked off in style with the Annual Prom 
Fashion Show. Parent co-chairwomen, Kathy Corey  and 
Ana Borray  did an outstanding job of working with their 
student committee and models to provide fabulous dress 
and tuxedo ideas in a variety of styles and price points. 
Tickets went on sale and are available on a first-come, first-
serve basis to all junior and seniors. A special thank-you to 
Jean Godla  for her hard-work in designing and printing 
absolutely elegant printed materials and tickets; Dana 
Hecht  and Pam Smith  for organizing the extensive 
coverage needed to sell tickets during all three lunches; 
and Pam Dunning for putting together our very complete 
Prom Package.  
 

Class of 2008  continued…  
 

Another heartfelt thank you goes out to all the 
parents who have supported our Prom armchair 
fund-raising effort. At the time this was written, we 
had reached two-thirds of our goal. We could still 
use support from any families who are willing to 
make a contribution. Any amount would be greatly 
appreciated and put to good use. Checks can be 
made out to the Class of 2008. Contributions can 
be mailed to or dropped off at McLean High School 
to the attention of Andrea Stillman , Prom 
Treasurer and Junior Class Parent Sponsor. 
 

The junior class is also dedicated to promoting 
health and safety during the Prom season. We 
received a generous $200 grant from the Safe 
Community Coalition  to spearhead a variety of 
activities towards this end. 
 

Last but not least, our class officers have organized 
another Car Wash  to help defray class costs for 
our senior year and to keep the mandatory dues for 
next year as low as possible. The Car Wash will be 
held on Sunday, June 3 at the Old Firehouse from 
10:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. We hope to see you 
there. 
 

Class of 2009 
 

Our class has elected the officers for next year.  
They are:  Charlie Cook, George Kennedy, Lydia 
Mendelson, Malika Paque, and Kate Waters.   
 

We had two carwashes during the last month.  
Thanks to all the students who came and helped 
and to all the parents who stopped by to get their 
cars washed.   
 

Our big news is that we’ve picked a prom location 
for next year.  Remember that the juniors (yes, our 
sophomores are almost juniors) put on the prom for 
the juniors and seniors next year.  It will be at 
Westwood Country Club on May 31, 2008.  
Parents, please start thinking about how you can 
contribute to this momentous event and also 
encourage your child to get involved to help make 
their prom memorable.  Irene Bortolussi  (mother 
of Ben Smith) has agreed to be prom chair.  Thank 
you, Irene!  Please help her by volunteering to 
chaperone or be on a committee.   
 
 

ARE YOU A PARENT OF A RISING FRESHMAN?   We 
are looking for two parent volunteers to serve as 
the Class of 2011  Parent Sponsors.  If you enjoy 
meeting people and helping students, you might 
want to check into becoming a Parent Sponsor.  It's 
a quasi-liaison position that helps the Teacher 
Sponsors and the class officers.  It doesn't require 
much time but is an essential part of McLean HS.  
If you'd like to know more, please call Betsy 
Sigman at (703) 448-9511 or email 
sigman6@verizon.net. 
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Guidance/College and Career Center Information 
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Dr. Jean Wacaster       (703) 714-5740 
Jean.Wacaster@fcps.edu  
 

����������������������������������������� ���
Mrs. Beverly Hunter A-Ce     ( 703) 714-5747 
Beverly.Hunter@fcps.edu  
Ms. Robyn Lady  Ch-Flo       (703) 714-5750 
Robyn.Lady@fcps.edu  
Dr. Joan Cassell Flu-Jus     (703) 714-5745 
Joan.Cassell@fcps.edu  
Mr. Barrett Kashdan Jut-Mas    (703) 714-5746 
Barrett.Kashdan@fcps.edu  
Mr. John Allman Mat-Pet    (703) 714-5751 
John.Allman@fcps.edu   
Ms. Allison Davis  Peu-Sp     (703) 714-5748 
Allison.Davis@fcps.edu  
Ms. Cynthia Coogan  Sq-Z     (703) 714-5749 
Cynthia.Coogan@fcps.edu  
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Mrs. Isobel Rahn      (703) 714-5755 
Isobel.Rahn@fcps.edu  
����
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Examination Schedule 
Senior Exams:  Monday, June 4 – Thursday, June 7 
Underclass Exams:  Tuesday, June 12 – Friday, June 15 
(June 14 and June 15 dismissal at 11:10; June 18 dismissal 
at 9:10 a.m.). 
 
Graduation  will take place on Wednesday, June 13, 2:30 
p.m. at Constitution Hall. 
 
The last day of school will be Tuesday, June 18.  This will 
be a short day.  Buses will depart at 9:10 a.m.  Makeup 
exams will be given if needed on this day.  Students 
planning to take repeat courses during the summer should 
be sure to find out their grades at this time. 
 
The College Career Center is closed over the summer.  
However, the College Career Center web site is still 
available with information about college, careers, financial 
aid and the military. 
 

"%�(#�""%�(#�""%�(#�""%�(#�"� ���
 
Congratulations to members of the Class of 2007!   We are 
proud of you and your accomplishments.  We wish you the 
best as you leave McLean High School and commence on 
to the rest of your life. 
 

)*�(#�")*�(#�")*�(#�")*�(#�"� ���
 

As students enter the summer before their senior year, 
there are some things to keep in mind if you are going to be  
 

Juniors continued…. 
 

applying to college next year thanks to Jay Mathews 
of the Washington Post: 
·  Getting into an Ivy League school is like winning 

at roulette; it is a game of chance that has little to 
do with brains or talent, so stop worrying about it. 
(Both Yale and Harvard accepted less than 10% 
of their applicants.) 

·  Don’t fret about picking the wrong school.  If you 
find it doesn’t suit you, you can always transfer. 
About 20% of students who graduate actually 
started at another school. 

·  Treat campus visits like trips to a theme park – 
enjoy the scenery, listen to the guide and eat in 
the student union. 

·  Get off the resume-building treadmill and do 
something normal.  Get a job, have fun. 

·  Look for a place that fits you and remember that 
many colleges can meet your needs.   

·  It is your character, not the name of your college,  
that is likely to bring success. 
 

REMEMBER:  COLLEGE IS A MATCH TO BE 
MADE, NOT A PRIZE TO BE WON.  

 

)*�(#�"+�"#	,#�#�%"+�)*�(#�"+�"#	,#�#�%"+�)*�(#�"+�"#	,#�#�%"+�)*�(#�"+�"#	,#�#�%"+�
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Have fun this summer!   Read a good book!  Travel 
to new and different places! Work hard at a job you 
enjoy and learn new skills or hone old ones!  Take 
advantage of all opportunities to pursue your 
passions, continue your interests, and meet new 
people.  If you’re on vacation near a college campus, 
visit and make notes about your impressions.  Start a 
resume of your activities, awards, etc. Return to 
McLean High School in September rested and ready 
to tackle whatever comes your way. 
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The following slate of officers was elected at the 

May PTSA meeting: 
 

President – Kathy Rugh 
1st Vice President – Jean Godla 
2nd Vice President – Reg Devlin 

3rd Vice President – Stefanie Schoepfle 
Recording Secretary – Susan Perla 

Corresponding Secretary – Andrea Stillman 
Treasurer – Rebecca Davis 
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SPRING SPORTS 
 

The end of the school year is fast approaching, and all of 
the spring sports are at the end of their season.  
Tournaments are beginning so please check the hotline 
daily – (703) 749-8138 for updates and scheduled 
games. 
 

FALL 2007 TRYOUT SCHEDULE  
 
 
Sport 
 

 
Date 

 
Place 

 
Times 

Cheer August 7 Dance Studio TBD 
Cross 
Country 

August 7 Track TBD 

August 6 Field Hockey 
Field (paperwork 
turn in 
only) 

8:00 a.m. Field Hockey 

August 8- 
August 14 

Field Hockey 
Field 

8:00 –  
11:00 a.m.  

Meeting 1:00 p.m. Football August 7 
Practice 6:30 – 

8:30 p.m. 
Golf August 1 Penderbrook Golf 

Course in Fairfax 
10:00 a.m. 

Volleyball August 7-9 Lower Gym 6:00 – 
9:00 p.m. 

.�����/�������
.�����/�������
.�����/�������
.�����/�������
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Boys Basketball Camp for rising 3rd through 10th graders 
will be held in two sessions this summer: July 16-20 and 
July 23-27.  Camp cost is $135 per session.  Please 
contact Coach Drew Murphy  at (703) 714-5899, or email 
andrew.murphy@fcps.edu  for more information.�

 THANKS 
 

Whenever we come to the end of a year, we always look 
back with a great deal of gratitude to the huge number of 
volunteers who willingly give so much time to the athletic 
program.  The Athletic Department is deeply grateful to 
the Booster Club for their help with the concessions and 
ticket takers for all events.  Special thanks to those who 
coordinated the operation of the concession stands, as 
well as others who helped make our events a success.  
This involved not only the concession stand for all the 
soccer and lacrosse games but also the baseball 
concession stand.  Funds from their sales are an 
important part of the athletic budget.  Thanks to all of you 
for your many hours of help!   
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
As the 2006-2007 school year enters its last weeks, our 
calendar is very full.  Please take time to note some of 
the important dates which are listed in this newsletter.  
We hope you will attend as many of these events as 
possible. 
 

To our parents who are “graduating,” we thank you for all 
your help and support during your years at McLean and 
wish you and your graduating senior the best of 
everything in the future. 
 

SUMMER CAMPS 
 
Girls Basketball June 25 -- June 29 Mike O’Brien  
Girls Basketball July 9 – July 13 Mike O’Brien 
Boys Basketball July 16 – July 20 Drew Murphy 
Boys Basketball July 23 – July 27 Drew Murphy 
Football Camp June 5 -- 8 Rick Rivera 
Volleyball Camp July 17 – July 19 Steve Stotler 
Volleyball Camp July 24 – July 26 Steve Stotler 
 

���
�����	
��
��� �
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Class of 2008  -- your SENIOR PICTURE DAY is fast 
approaching!  All members of the Class of 2008 will be 
photographed on Monday, June 25 & Tuesday, June 
26 in the Lecture Hall .  Appointment cards will be 
mailed home and will list the student’s scheduled 
appointment time.  A drape will be provided for the 
yearbook portrait. 
 

Students should report to the multi-purpose room at 
their assigned time.  If a student is unable to make the 
assigned time, make up dates are August 20 & 21 
and October 3 &  4 .  An appointment card with your 
specific date and time will be sent in the mail to you.  
Please note that students who wait to have their 
picture taken in October will have less time and will 
NOT have a chance for retakes. 
 

There is no sitting fee for yearbook portraits -- it is 
absolutely FREE!  Students will receive proofs in the 
mail of their pictures and may order a variety of 
packages, if they wish.  There is an additional sitting 
fee for those students who wish to be photographed in 
a variety of poses and outfits -- please see the 
appointment card for more details. Questions?  Our 
senior portrait photographer, Segall Majestic by 
Lifetouch, can be reached at 1-800-445-1189.  
 

*�������������0���/����	
������*�������������0���/����	
������*�������������0���/����	
������*�������������0���/����	
�������

Underclassmen will be photographed when they come to 
pick up their back to school packets in August.  Photos 
will be taken August 23 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  and on 
August 24 from 7:30-3:30 p.m. in the cafeteria . Order 
forms will be mailed home. There is no sitting fee for 
yearbook portraits but students who wish to purchase a 
picture package must bring the order form and payment 
with them at the time of their picture.  If a student is 
unable to make the assigned time, the make up date is 
October 3.  

�����$�����������$�����������$�����������$������� ���
 
The McLean Math Leagues have been busy this year. 
The Junior Math league had more than 170 participants 
and the Senior Math League boasted more than 370.   
These students met after school 21 times during the year 
to compete against each other and other schools in the 
county and state.  The top scorer for the Junior Math 
league was Victor Nguyen  and the Varsity Math 
Leagues top participant was Tae Hyun Kwon .  Thanks to 
all the students who took part and the parents who picked 
them up after school! 
 

"$%%	�*
����"$%%	�*
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The School Board has taken a significant, positive step 
on the start time issue. At a work session on April 23, the 
School Board agreed by consensus (no formal vote) to 
ask staff to re-engineer transportation bell schedules and 
routing to change high school start times and to improve 
certain service parameters.  A proposal could be ready 
by Spring 2008 for possible implementation in the 2009-
2010 school year.  Describing how they would proceed, 
staff said they would: 
·  Wait 6 months before reassigning personnel to work 

on this effort (October or November)   
·  Develop cost-neutral proposals to avoid the need for 

more bus drivers or parking  
·  Prefer to wait for community input until after a new 

schedule is developed  
 

SLEEP (Start Later for Excellence in Education  
Proposal) supporters are asking the school board to:  
·  Hire a consultant to work with staff, so the project can 

begin immediately   
·  Form a working group that is open to representatives 

from a wide variety of stakeholder groups 
·  Allow community members to participate in the 

decisions made along the way that will define our 
transportation options and bell schedules, so they will 
best serve our students  

 

The organization is actively seeking a representative from 
the McLean pyramid to act as a liaison between the 
schools. If this interests you or you would like more 
information, contact cimilton@aol.com. 
 

'�����������'�����������'�����������'������������ �����1���1���1���1�� ���
 

The Theater Department has earned honors for the 
House of Blue Leaves . The results of these Cappie 
nominations were to be announced at the annual Gala 
at the Kennedy Center on May 27. We have six 
nominations including Best Play, Best Set - Aaron 
Wolfe, Melody Ain, Jane Kadyszewski, Gen Blau, 
Matt Schnall with special art work by Sara Wiener ; 
Best comic actor Dan Lee;  Best Comic Actress Malka 
Roth;  Best Featured Actress Gen Blau;  and Rising 
Critic Award Julia Katz . 
 
Four students will be honored for Commendations for 
service to the Theater Department: Julia Vans, Sara 
Wiener, Pietro Perrino and Rebecca Menzer .  
 
The annual Drama picnic will be June 1 at the school. 
The seniors will be performing selected scenes at the 
Senior Showcase on June 2.  
 
Once again, McLean is very excited to be the host for 
the Cappies International Theater this summer, July 16 
through August 12. If you are interested in hosting a 
student actor or actress please contact Denise Perrino  
at denise.perrino@fcps.edu .  
 
Finally, thank you to the wonderful Theater Boosters for 
their continued support of theater arts at McLean. We 
could not do all that we do without you.  
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McLean art students have been busy winning awards 
this Spring!  Senior Nathanial Cooper  took 1st Place 
in the digital art category in the Arts in Technology 
competition held at the Fairfax County Government 
Building. He was also awarded a $500 prize for his 
work, Days Past. Sophomore Eric Saffron  was 
awarded an Honorable Mention for Frog in the Night 
and received a $100 check.  
 

Our best to senior Max Posner,  who will be honored 
for his award winning photography at Carnegie Hall in 
June. The bad news is that the National Scholastics 
Show will not be in June at the Corcoran Gallery of 
Art this year. Instead, the work will be shown at a 
myriad of small galleries in New York City.  
 

Our ceramic students have also been recognized 
recently by the regional competition sponsored 
by The Clay Connection.  Cassandra Harper  
received the Best in Show award. In the hand-built 
category, Christina Park  won 1st place and Nick 
Vanderhye  took 3rd place. You can see their work at 
the end of the year Art Show.  
 

Please take the time to view the James Madison 
University Print Show in the main Gallery in the front 
of the school. Thirty-two works from the university are 
on display -- serigraphs, woodcuts and lithographs.  
The work is outstanding and it gives us all a chance 
to see what the newest artists in printmaking are 
creating. 
 

The 2007 Art Show will be held in the Lecture Hall 
from June 5-7. The reception for the student Artists 
will be June 6 from 5:30 -7:30 p.m. Bring the entire 
family for a visual treat!  We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 

Do you have a child who is interested in art but afraid 
of drawing? Artist David Macaulay  will have a fun-
filled work shop at the National Building Museum on 
June 23 from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. This event has 
been very successful in the United Kingdom where 
they have a national campaign for drawing. Mr. 
Macaulay is a nationally known architect and 
illustrator.  This event is the first ever in the U.S. and 
is completely free. Plus you can easily ride the Metro 
to the front of the museum for the easiest of access! 
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It's been a busy, successful school year for the MHS 
Orchestras: from our first-ever team work with the 
internationally famous Garth Newel Music Center ; 
to our triumphs at competitions, festivals, and 
auditions throughout the year; to the accolades we 
received at our invitation-only performance before the 
Virginia Music Educators at their annual conference; 
to celebrating right here in McLean our 12th year of  

Orchestra Notes continued…  
 
partnership, collaboration and performance with our good 
friends and fellow musicians from Detmold, Germany,  
it's been another truly memorable year. 
 
Best of luck to our graduating seniors of the MHSO; we 
wish you all the best in your future endeavors and hope 
that making beautiful music remains an important part of 
your lives. 
 
We hope to see all of our MHS community music-lovers 
throughout the coming school year at our exciting 
concerts and events to come! 
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Congratulations! The following students have been 
invited to join the Foreign Language Governor’s 
Academies this summer: Sabrina Caldwell  for the Latin 
Academy, Thomas Havens  for the French Academy, 
Tom Kane  for the German Academy and Annie Toulmin  
for the Spanish Academy.  
 
Only 60 students are selected from the whole state for 
each academy, and the competition is very strong, 
especially for students from Northern Virginia. The 
French, German and Spanish Academies are total 
immersion programs in which students promise to speak 
nothing but the immersion language. They may not read 
English, watch TV programs in English nor listen to music 
with lyrics in English. When they interact with people 
outside of the Academies, they must stay in the foreign 
language. The students take classes in groups of 10 (no 
grades), and participate in a variety of activities in the 
afternoon and evening. They become fast friends, and 
although they are delighted to return home at the end of 
the program, they also miss their new friends and the 
immersion experience.  
 
It is an honor to be selected to attend the Academies and 
we wish the four McLean students an enjoyable and 
enriching summer experience.  
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McLean bands have earned high praise and formal 
recognition throughout the spring season.  The 
weekend of March 9, both the Concert and 
Symphonic Bands earned Straight I (Superior) ratings 
at the District Band Festival.   Congratulations to 
both bands for their excellent performances.  On 
March 17, McLean Jazz Band won 3rd place out of 22 
East coast high school bands at the Chantilly Jazz 
Festival .  Given Jazz Band’s status as an extra-
curricular activity at McLean (in our students’ “spare” 
time), this is a significant win for our jazz band. The 
jazz band followed Chantilly with a performance at 
Sylvan Theater  on the National Mall, at the Big 
Band Jam  sponsored by Blues Alley.  Many passers-
by, especially the over-60 crowd, stopped to 
appreciate McLean’s great jazz sound.  
Congratulations to the band and to Scott Weinhold , 
jazz band director extraordinaire!  Finally, the Concert 
band traveled to the Dixie Classic Festival  in 
Atlanta, April 19-22, receiving Superlative ratings and 
enjoying cultural (Atlanta Symphony) and other (Six 
Flags) activities.  Congratulations, Concert Band! 
 

In addition to the superlative performances of the 
bands, 11 McLean students were ranked among the 
top high school musicians in Virginia. The following 
students were selected from 800 Virginia high school 
musicians and performed in the All Virginia Honors 
Band and Orchestra  concert in Newport News on 
April 14.  Congratulations to the following McLean 
musicians:  Rose Tobiassen, Doug Goldstein  
(percussion); Erica Wickman, Aerin Kim, Liz 
Gorman, Natalie Allen and Sarah Dickson  
(clarinet); Christine Bax  (bass clarinet); Kyle Tilman  
(trombone); Alyson Frazier  (flute); JunHong Song  
(saxophone).  
 

Finally, as we close the school year, thank you for 
your support for the best band program anywhere!   
Although funding from the county is limited, funding 
from the McLean community is extremely generous, 
allowing the band and its individual musicians to earn 
recognition and make incredible music.   Please 
remember to visit our website at 
www.mcleanband.org , for band performance 
updates and our grocery scrip programs.  Music is 
life! 
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Thanks to everyone who generously contributed to 
the Armchair Fundraiser. The PTSA raised 
$14,301.00 which provided the school with student 
assistance, technology, and staff development to 
enhance the quality of education for our students.  A+ 
to all who supported the Grocery Fundraiser. The 
school received a check from Giant in the amount of 
$10.600,00.!                              
 

2334����
��2334����
��2334����
��2334����
���� �������$��
��%5��
���
���$��
��%5��
���
���$��
��%5��
���
���$��
��%5��
���
��� ���
 
The Department of Foreign Languages congratulates the 
following students for their success on the 2007 National 
Latin Examination. 
 

Summa Cum Laude  
(Gold Medal and Special Certificate)  

(Perfect Score!) 
 

Natasha Roule 
 
 

Summa Cum Laude (Gold Medal)  
 

Nicole Becher Justin Burnam  Sabrina 
Caldwell  

Sofia Calmicova  

Miles Colopy  Amy Cushing  Monica Del 
Toral  

John Denneny  

Jessica 
Goodman  

Julia Katz  Devan Kerley  Basheer 
Kokajazada  

Sara Lavenhar Ryan Lester Joshua Martin  Marisa Perez  
Joseph Russo  Alex 

Russomanno  
Athreya Jaga 
Tata  

Alex Villanueva  

Lei Wang William Zuhl  Melissa 
Wilson  

Leah Yi  

Ho Do  Christine Lan  Adam Pollins  Liam Voth  
 
 

Maxima Cum Laude (Silver Medal)  
  

Nathan Arkin Danielle 
DaCrema  

Nathan Jerrell Sean Kim  

Jacqueline Lentz  Mark Lewers  Jihai Li, Daniel Mooney 
Richard Neldon  Deborah 

Pak  
Rachel Park  John Ramirez 

Michael Rhodes  Eric Saffron  Marielle Saums  Kathryn Schnall  
Katherine Smith  Joseph Soto  Chelsea Sparta  Logan Tapscott  
Charles Tenney  Colin Wilson   

 
Magna Cum Laude (Certificate)  

 
Jamie Bugel  Jessica 

Burnam  
Jacob Buser  Ryan Cox  

Duncan Hardock  Phillip Hong Flannery 
Hourican  

Aubrey 
Lamoreaux  

Erik Payne  Nathan Scholz  Matthew 
Schwartz  

Joseph Smith  

Eve Spielberg  Erica Wickman    
  

Cum Laude (Certificate)  
 

Monique Bailey  William Bell  
Johnathan Day  Matthew Freeland  
William Parker  Stephan Postol  
Jessica Stillman  Elizabeth Sullivan  
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Spring Hill Elementary School is hosting a retirement party 
for Assistant Principal Shirley Long  and teachers Nancy 
Stansberry  (k), and Judy DuHaime  (3rd./4th) on June 4, 
1:30-3:30 p.m. in the Spring Hill Cafeteria.  Come say 
"good-bye" and sign the memory book. 
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A big thank you to Martha Floyd and McEnearney Associates Inc . for printing the ANGP sign up form, to Lea 
Caruso  for the graphic design for the party, and to the following generous parents and groups  who contributed to 
the 2007 All Night Grad Party between April 10 and May 14. 
 

Samia & George Aburdeineh Mona Arefi & Fred Khashei Bean & Vadm Arthur 
Irene Aronian Li Tian & Jerry Ashworth Patricia Beneke 
Betty& William Berry E. Dale Brown Janet Buckley 
Linda & Kenneth Burchfiel Janine & Curtis Buser Wendy Chan 
Karen Christensen & Thomas Gibbons Patricia Clem Susan& Chris Cole 
Merita & Bryan Cox Kim & Byron Dorgan Janet & Bill DuBose 
Gretchen & Bob Dudney Amanda & Sean Dunn Pam & Daniel Dunning 
Harold Durham Jane & Rex Edwards Betty & Neil Ende 
Sharon Eubanks & Michael Pickus Donna & Fred Freedman Mary Friedman & Alan Feiser 
Robyn Fry Sarah Geer Elaine Guth 
Michelle Hartz Martine & Jerry Hensley Brenda & Lorey Hoffman 
Anne & Tim Hunt Vicki & Andrew Hunt Barbara & Gordon Hutchins 
Ronald Johnston Won Tak Jung Laura & Harry Kaiser  
Selwa & Ziad Kanna Monica & James Keenan N. Khargie 
Michelle Leggo & James Gledhill Carol Lidsker & Richard Loudis Connie & Thomas Lighthill 
Cyndee & William Lord Joan& Louis Ludwick Abby Mandel 
Barbara & Andrzej Manitius Karen McCarthy Christine & Irvin McClelland 
Dorothy McCracken Anne Bassett McKinney Nancy& George Megas 
Beverly Merchant & Frank Davies Patricia & Phillippe Moisa Elizabeth Moler & Thomas Williams 
Elena & Santiago Moreno Susan Halley Morgan Maria & Joao Mourao 
Nancy & John Mulligan Leslie & Roger Nucho Caroline & Jim O’Gara 
Cecelia & Anton Op de Beke Karen & Mark Owen Sara Pacque-Margolis & Michel Pacque 
Diann & R.F. Park Christine & William Parker Roberta & Lawrence Pittman 
M. Plessis-Fraissard & Carles Reig Morell Janet & Victor Poore Portico Homes 
Janna & Glenn Powell Rebecca & Gerald Pyne Ellen Rosenberg 
Stephanie & Thomas Russo Mine Sabuncuoglu & James Kremen Patrick Schauer 
Donna & Howard Shapiro Denise & Michael Shochet  Julie & Peter Siggins 
Kathy & William Smith Pamela & John Smith Suzanne Spaulding & Gary Slaiman 
Julie Stern & Randall Lockwood James Stratton Stacy & Rob Strelser 
Jisoon Suh & Young Kuhn Chung Gregory Sullivan Paula & Dennis Sullivan 
Anie Tandler Anita and Maurice Tawil Donna & Robert Tilman 
Kristen Tiscione Pragna & Gregory Toulmin Tara Treacy & Arthur Murphy 
Senan & Tunc Uyanik Karen Vamberi Jane & Richard Vodra 
Mimi & Mark Vollstedt Andrea & Kevin Wade Gretchen & David Welch 
Phyllis& Stephen Wickman Amy & Richard Yorczyk Veronique & Muhammad Yousuf 
Laura & Peter Zoll Magaly & Carlos Torres Lisamarie & Stephen Jarriel 
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McLean High School Crew Club is celebrating its 10th anniversary with a victorious season. McLean is the only local 
school at the Virginia Scholastic Rowing Championships held at Sandy Run Regional Park in Occoquan to win two 
senior state titles. McLean culminated a successful season with two first places and a third place finish. 
 

The Women’s lightweight 8 boat took first from the start and clung to it throughout the race to win by a boat length 
against second place finisher T.C.Williams. They were presented with the Winslow Pitcher Trophy for the 2nd year in 
row.  The Women’s Quad also took first place for the second year in a row.  McLean was surprised by a tough 
Woodbridge boat, which hung with them until the 1100 meter mark when McLean walked away with a first place 
finish and the Director's Regatta Trophy.  The Women’s Senior 4 placed first in its heat and rowed neck and neck 
with Woodson and Mathews in the finals to place third for a bronze medal. 
 

The McLean Men’s Senior 8 is the first McLean men’s senior eight boat ever to make it to the finals at States. The 
finish in the finals was a classic nail biter. The McLean boat lost third place by .7 seconds in a bow ball to bow ball 
finish.  The McLean Men’s Lightweight 8 made a strong finish to 4th in their heat in the semifinals. Both of the 
McLean Men’ 8s qualified for Nationals, marking the first time the McLean’s men’s team has qualified an 8 for 
Nationals. 
 

Five women’s boats and 4 men’s boats will go on to race at the Stotesbury Regatta in Philadelphia, the largest high 
school regatta in the world and the Scholastic Rowing Association Championships (Nationals) the following week in 
Camden, N.J. 
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Safe Community Coalition’s Project Hospitality  Tackles Serious Local  
 and National Problem: Underage Drinking  

 
The Safe Community Coalition (SCC) along with Fairfax County leaders have joined the Acting Surgeon General of 
the United States, Kenneth Moritsugu, in calling on all citizens to reduce underage drinking and to restrict teenagers’ 
access to alcohol. Dr. Moritsugu stated last month that new research demonstrates that alcohol harms developing 
adolescent brains and that young people who start drinking before the age of fifteen are five times more likely to 
have alcohol-related problems later in life. This month, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Gerald 
Connolly, Police Chief David Rohrer, and School Board Chairman Daniel Storck are supporting a countywide 
Initiative to Reduce Underage Drinking and the “Parents Who Host, Lose the Most,” (PWH) public awareness 
campaign to educate parents about the dangers of providing alcohol to those under 21 years old and to increase 
awareness of and compliance with the 2006 revised Virginia underage drinking laws. 

 
Project Hospitality,  an initiative of the Safe community Coalition, is a community-wide education program to urge 
parents to plan alcohol-free post-prom parties for their graduating seniors. Founded 12 years ago by Margi 
Vanderhye, a McLean parent, Project Hospitality  encourages parents to chaperone the parties they host and 
discourages unchaperoned post-prom parties in hotels.  If parents rent a hotel room for a post-prom party, the hotels 
require parents to chaperone the party the whole time. If there is an accident, the legal adult signing for the room is 
liable. Parents also are urged to offer their own teens and their friends a ride out of any risky situation with no 
questions asked. In circulating the dates and places of the proms to area hotels, restaurants, and police, we unite 
the whole community in promoting common sense and safety for our area youth on prom night. 

 
County law enforcement, business, and community leaders strongly support SCC’s effort to keep our seniors’ special 
night free from accidents and tragedy. 
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