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Safe Community Coalition’s Project Hospitality Tackles Serious Local 
 And National Problem: Underage Drinking 

 
The Safe Community Coalition (SCC) along with Fairfax County leaders join the Acting Surgeon 

General of the United States, Rear Admiral Steven Galson, MD, MPH,  in calling on all citizens to reduce 
underage drinking and to restrict teenagers’ access to alcohol. Rear Admiral Galson states recent research 
demonstrates that alcohol harms developing adolescent brains and that young people who start drinking 
before the age of fifteen are five times more likely to have alcohol-related problems later in life.  Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors Chairman Gerald Connolly, Police Chief David Rohrer, and School Board 
Chairman Daniel Storck strongly support the Countywide Initiative to Reduce Underage Drinking and the 
“Parents Who Host, Lose the Most” (PWH) public awareness campaign to educate parents about the dangers 
of providing alcohol to those under 21 years old. This campaign was initiated by the nineteen school-
community coalitions under the Safe and Drug-Free Youth Section of Fairfax County Public Schools and 
implemented by the Countywide Initiative to Reduce Underage Drinking task force  consisting of over 35 
organizations including the school-community coalitions, county agencies, the police, the school system, 
faith leaders, and community organizations.  The objectives of Parents Who Host, Lose the Most are: 

 
-to inform parents about the health and safety risks of serving alcohol to teens. 
 
-to increase awareness of and compliance with the 2006 revised Virginia  
underage drinking laws. 
 
Project Hospitality is an initiative of the Safe Community Coalition and a key component of the 

“Parents Who Host” campaign in Fairfax County.  Through this community-wide education program, we 
urge parents to plan alcohol-free post-prom parties for their graduating seniors. Founded  thirteen years ago 
by Margi Vanderhye, a McLean parent and current member of the Virginia House of Delegates, Project 
Hospitality each spring brings together area hotels, motels, restaurants, the public and private schools of 
Fairfax, Arlington, and Alexandria, and the police to promote safe prom nights for high school seniors.  
Through this initiative we hope to persuade parents to chaperone the parties they host and discourage un-
chaperoned post-prom parties in hotels.  Because many parents are unaware that the legal age for drinking is 
twenty-one, we inform parents that there are legal consequences for them and their teens if they permit 
underage drinking.  We let parents know that if they rent a hotel room for a post-prom party, the hotels 
require them to be there chaperoning the party the whole time. If there is an accident, the adult signing for the 
room is legally liable.  We warn parents about the dangers of teens driving under the influence of alcohol that 
night, and therefore we urge parents to offer their own teens and their friends a ride out of any risky situation 
with no questions asked. In circulating the dates and places of the proms to area hotels, restaurants, and the 
Arlington and Fairfax County police, we unite the whole community in promoting common sense and safety 
for our area youth on prom night. 

 
County law enforcement, business, and community leaders strongly support SCC’s program of 

uniting our community in an effort to keep our seniors’ special night free from accidents and tragedy. 
 

Colonel David M. Rohrer, Fairfax County Chief of Police, has endorsed the initiative, stating, 
“During the 2008 Prom Season, the Fairfax County Police Department has reaffirmed our partnership with 
Project Hospitality.  It is through community partnerships like this one that we can have a positive effect on 
underage drinking and promote a safe and memorable prom experience.” 
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Jim Wordsworth, the Virginia Director Emeritus of the National Restaurant Association and Chairman of the Small Business Council of the 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce, expressed his enthusiasm for Project Hospitality, commenting, “This program has two measurable goals – the 
immediacy of further reducing the incidents of underage drinking and bringing the Hospitality Industry, local law enforcement and parents together 
on this life threatening issue with our young people.”     

 
Paul Giovanini, General Manager of the Sheraton National Hotel in Arlington, agreed with Project Hospitality's objectives and stated, "Our 

hotel, like many in the Northern Virginia area, will be host to a number of local High School Proms.  Under no circumstances will prom attendees or 
non- prom party crashers be allowed to rent guestrooms or suites without full-time parental attendance and supervision.  We will also screen all 
reservations prior to the event and monitor check-in registration for absentee parents." 

 
As Margaret Vanderhye, Project Hospitality’s founder, points out, “In the happy and expectant atmosphere surrounding prom season, 

students may easily blur the distinction between adult settings and privileges that accompany prom night with adulthood itself.  Parents should 
communicate clearly that the consumption of alcohol, the use of hotel party rooms, or the total suspension of rules and expectations are not 
acceptable.  Our goal is that students and their parents remember Prom 2008 as a special highlight of the school year.” 
 
For Further Information, Contact Sherry Wells, SCC Project Hospitality Committee Chair 
 sbwells@cox.net; 703-241-0335 
 
For information on “Parents Who Host, Lose the Most” contact Sara Freund, co-chair of the Countywide Initiative to Reduce Underage Drinking at 
sara.freund@verizon .net  
 
Note: the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles Carrier Section will provide verification that the limousine companies available for prom night hire 
have proper operating authority in the state. (Call toll free: 1-866-878-2582)  
  
 
For additional resources to help keep our youth safe during prom season, check:  
www.buzzfreeprom.com 
 
www.sadd.org:  Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) has a Contract for Life between parents and children.  
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PROJECT HOSPITALITY 
 

        2008 PROM DATES and LOCATIONS 
 

April 25  South Lakes  Fair Oaks Waterford 
April 25  Falls Church  Fair Oaks Marriott 
April 26  St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Boat on Potomac 
May 9  Paul VI   Willard Hotel DC 
May 9  O’Connoll  Boat on Potomac 
May 17  Herndon   Waterford Fair Oaks 
May 17  Chantilly   Hyatt Reston Town Center 
May 17  Stuart   Crystal City Hyatt 
May 17  Madeira   Torpedo Factory 
May 30  Hayfield   Waterford Fair Oaks 
May 30  Annandale  Waterford Fair Oaks 
May 30  Oakton   McLean Hilton 
May 30  H.B. Woodlawn  Torpedo Factory 
May 31  McLean   Westwood Country Club 
May 31  Centreville  Reston Sheraton 
May 31  Langley   Westfields Marriott 
May 31  Madison   Waterford Fair Oaks  
May 31  West Potomac  Sheraton National Crystal City 
May 31  Lee   Clarendon Ballroom 
June 6  Woodson   Waterford Fair Oaks 
June 6  Robinson   Hyatt Regency 
June 6  Fairfax   Fairview Park Marriott 
June 6  Wakefield  Crystal City Sheraton 
June 6  Yorktown  Crystal City Gateway Marriott 
June 6  Potomac   Key Bridge Marriott 
June 6  Jefferson   Westwood Country Club 
June 7  TC Williams  Grand Hyatt DC 
June 7  Westfield   Dulles Hilton 
June 7  Mt. Vernon  Crystal City Hilton 
June 7  South County  Clarendon Ballroom 
June 7  Edison   Sheraton National Crystal City 
June 7  Marshall   Fair Oaks Waterford 
June 10  Flint Hill   Carlyle Club Alexandria 
June 13  Lake Braddock  Hyatt Reston Town Center 
June 13  West Springfield  Westfields Marriott 
June 13  Washington Lee   Crystal City Sheraton 

 
 
 
 

 


